Going Wild about Nature Suitable for y5-10 Outdoor

Mistletoe Bay has the most accessible “old growth” native forest in the Marlborough Sounds. Let’s
learn about what lives in and around this stunning piece of dinosaur forest! We will learn how to
measure the height of a tree, how to identify the sort of tree we are looking at, and what lives on it
and up it! Let’s learn some of the important plants that Maori used. As well as the trees we will be
looking for the birds, bugs, epiphytes, fungi and even what lives in the forest stream. We will learn
and try out some bird calls. Not everything in the forest is big, let’s tuned down to a smaller scale
for a minibeast hunt to try and find some of the smaller forest critters. What are some of the
threats to a forest like this one, from introduced predators and weeds? What we can do to help
out these fabulous habitats?

This programme is about: Tree identification, epiphytes, mosses, lichens, ferns. Mdaori medicinal and
useful plants. Birds and bugs that inhabit the forest. Estimating tree height, zonation, food
webs/chains in the forest. Introduced plants and animals that threaten native species.

How to not getting too lost! Suitable for y5-10 Ideally Outdoor

Navigating correctly is very rewarding, but failing to navigate correctly can result in dire
consequences! The Polynesians traditionally had some of the best and most skilled navigators ever
known. How did Maori first get to Aotearoa? Using the grass area in the Mistletoe camp ground we
can try out some tradition navigating techniques, using the sun and other cues. Abel Tasman and
James Cook brought European techniques to Aotearoa like the astrolabe and sextant. How do they
work? Let’s compare some of these methods! We will be learning to use a compass and dead
reckoning to find our way. How does GPS work

and can we rely on it?

This programme is about: Noticing environmental cues, putting information together to make sense
of what is around you. The Earth’s magnetic field, compasses. Thinking in 3D, the Earth is a globe
floating in space, but lit up by a sun a long way away.




